
Basic Christian Faith and Practice

4. Living in the Power of the Holy Spirit

Introduction

It is God’s intention that every believer should be filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Normal Christian living should be characterized by a Spirit-filled life. And the Spirit’s presence in our lives is indeed a supreme blessing. Thus, it is very important that we solidly connect with the Holy Spirit and let him do his perfect work within us.

Sadly, many people have not experienced the Holy Spirit as a companion and a source of power. Why do you think that is?

	Christians are not taught about the Holy Spirit in a wholesome, straightforward manner. Some Christian groups have reacted to poor Holy Spirit theology, “excessive emotionalism,” charismatic gifts, and supernatural manifestations. Some say the gifts and the supernatural ceased at the end of the early church age.
	Some Christians are full of fear. They are apprehensive about anything that doesn’t fit natural rational categories or that might be considered emotionalism.

Sin in a Christian’s life quenches the Spirit.
Some Christians lack faith.
	Some Christians are confused due to the terminology and do not know what to expect when filled or baptized by the Holy Spirit.

	In this lesson we want to encourage you to get to know God, the Holy Spirit—who he is, what he does, and how to be filled with his presence. Various groups might insist that experience of the Spirit must look one way or another. But each person’s experience of embracing the presence of the Holy Spirit is potentially different in some respects, and care needs to be taken not to hook this to an assembly line approach. This lesson is intended to serve as an encouraging introduction to life in the Spirit. So let’s dive in!


I. The Person of the Holy Spirit

	What do you think about the Holy Spirit? Who or what is he?  [The whole of Section I answers this.]


A.	The Holy Spirit is God.

	What do these Scriptures tell us about the Spirit? Ex 31:3; Heb. 3:7-9; 9:14; Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor 3:16-17

 See # 1 immediately below.
	1. Divine names are attributed to the Spirit. He is identified as God.
2. The Holy Spirit has the attributes of God.
• Which attribute of God do the following texts show?
1 Cor 2:10-11  omniscience; Heb 9:14  eternality; Ps 139:7  omnipresence

3. The Holy Spirit does the work of God. (The Spirit of God is intimately linked with God throughout   
     the Bible. The works of the Spirit are synonymous with the works of God.)

	Which divine work do these texts speak of? 

Gn. 1:2, Ps. 104:30 creation		Mt 1:18, 20  incarnation 
Rom 1:4; 8:11  resurrection of Christ	2 Pet 1:21  source of the word of God/Scripture

	Is the Holy Spirit a “he” or an “it,” a person or a force?  He/person


B.	The Holy Spirit is a person.

1. Note that in the following passages Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as a person. Characteristics 
    of a person are attributed to him.

	What characteristics of a person do the following texts attribute to the Spirit?

a. Intelligence - Jn 14:26; 16:7-8; Heb 3:7
b. Will - 1 Cor 12:11; Acts 13:2
c. Grief - Eph 4:30
d. The Holy Spirit can be lied to - Acts 5:3 (can’t lie to a force).
e. The Holy Spirit also strives (Gen 6:3), reveals (Jn 14:26; 1 Cor. 2:10), convicts (Jn 16:8), 
    teaches (Lk 12:12), and bears witness (Jn 15:26).
f. He is named Paracletos in Greek (more on this later) - a companion, one who comes  
   alongside.

	What do you notice about the Spirit in these passages? Mt. 3:16-17; Mt. 28:19  See # 2 below:


2. The Spirit is named with the Father and the Son, implying that he is also God.

	What difference does it make that the Holy Spirit is a person?  See # 3 below:


3. We can have personal relationship with the Holy Spirit and should treat him as we treat the Father 
    and the Son such as with prayer and praise.

C.	The Holy Spirit does the work of God the Father and the Son.

1. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit did what he, Jesus, told him (Jn 16:12-14).

         2. Jesus said the same thing about Himself in relation to the Father (Jn 5:19).

	What do these facts imply?

   Father
Equal in nature: Father, Son, Spirit		Subordination in Role:   Son 
   Holy Spirit

         3. Even as the Spirit and Son submit themselves to the Father they are still equally, fully God.

D. The Trinity (These things bring us to consider the doctrine of the Trinity.)

           1. The word “Trinity” is not in the Bible, but it is a label that theologians and the Christian Church has 
               used for a fundamental and essential doctrine revealed in Scripture.
           2. The doctrine of the Trinity is that there is one God who exists eternally as three distinct, equal  
               persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
	This doctrine is drawn from the following clear biblical truths (keeping references to a minimum for time’s sake since these are so clear in Scripture): 

	 There is only one God (e.g., Isaiah 45:21-22). 

b. The Father is God (e.g., Gal 1:1; Jesus often speaking of God as his Father).
c. The Son is God (John 1:1; Titus 2:13)
d. The Holy Spirit is God (we just went over biblical evidence for this; see above).
e. Scripture clearly distinguishes the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, including abundant indication 
    that they relate to one another.
    1. In John 1:1, which we already read, the Son was both with God and was God.
    2. In Gal 1:1, which we already read, Paul was sent by Jesus Christ and God the Father, and  
        God the Father raised Jesus Christ from the dead.
		 3. Where do we see distinction and/or relating between the Father and the Son in John 5:19-27? 
 Not listed here because distinction and/or relating between them pervades the 
     passage.
  		 4. Where do we see distinction between the Father, Son, and Spirit in John 14:16-17a, 26; 16:7, 
     		     13-15?  Not listed here because distinction and/or relating between them pervades these.
           3. Further explanation and the question of contradiction
   a. Isn’t the idea that God is 3 persons in one God a contradiction? Why not?  No, because the  
       doctrine of the Trinity does not claim that God is 3 in the same way that God is one. It claims that 
       God is 3 in one way (person) and one in another way (essence/being). 
   b. When we refer to God, we are referring to a type of being or nature (the traditional theological term   
       for it is essence). Humans are a type of being. There are various types of animal beings. And God is  
       a type of being, one that is infinite, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, loving, just, faithful,  
       perfect, etc. In saying that there is one God, we mean that there is only one being of this type.
   c. When we refer to persons while talking about the Trinity, we have to be careful, because  
       theologians use the term differently regarding the Trinity than we do in normal speech. We   
       normally use the term “person” to mean a specific, individual being. A human person is a human 
       being. But one way of putting what is meant by “person” when theologians talk about the Trinity, is  
       a distinct center of consciousness that can relate to others. God is an utterly unique being who has 3 
       distinct but not independent or totally separate centers of consciousness that can relate to one  
       another. They each are fully God and fully possess the divine nature. They are not each one third of 
       God. Nor are they different roles taken by one divine person or center of consciousness.
	   d. The persons of the Trinity mutually indwell one another. John 14:9-14. They are one (as Jesus said 
                   in John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.”) As each person of the Trinity is fully God, if one person 
                   does something that the others do not specifically do, it can still be said that God did that. And as  
                   they are one, and in one another, if one person of the Trinity does something that the others do not  
                   specifically do, the other 2 persons are still involved in that action in a sense; they are in and with  
                   the one doing it. Of course, God can also act as the triune God with each person of the Trinity fully 
                   participating in doing the action and with or without distinction in role in the doing of the action.
	Recommended: Show the group the video, “St. Patrick’s Bad Analogies” at https://youtu.be/KQLfgaUoQCw" https://youtu.be/KQLfgaUoQCw. Which quickly and comically goes over typical misunderstandings of the Trinity represented by typical analogies for it.
	A good introductory article on the Trinity available on the Basics page on our church website: Matt Perman, “Understanding the Trinity: How Can God Be Three Persons in One?”


Conclusion to Session 1: This is just the first of a few studies on the Holy Spirit. So far, we have seen that the Holy Spirit is God, that he is a person, that he does the work of the Father and the Son, and that he is the third person of the Triune God. We have also reviewed the doctrine of the Trinity. How can we apply what we have seen so far?

	Recognizing that the Holy Spirit is a person should lead us to be aware of him as a person, relate to him personally, and build our relationship with him. In our next study, we will see that the Holy Spirit was given to us when we believed. So, the Holy Spirit dwells within us, and we are to be mindful of him and walk in relationship with him. He is God, and the goal of our existence is to know and love and glorify him. 
	God is triune. Understanding that truth is about knowing God, which is, again, part of the very purpose of our existence and what brings us blessing and good and satisfaction. Seeing this truth can bring us to greater awe and worship and knowledge of God. As Matt Perman writes, “Somehow God’s being is so much greater than ours that within his one undivided being there can be an unfolding into interpersonal relationships, so that there can be three distinct persons” (from the article mentioned above). 




