Principles of Interpretation
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Approaching the Task (the Inductive Bible Study Method)
a.) Observation – What do we see/observe in the text? Observe objectively what the text actually says and all the details that are in the text.

b.) Interpretation – What does the text mean? Ascertain the meaning of what is in the text. This often involves using various resources.

c.) Application – How does or should the text affect me and real life? What should I do in response to the text?
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The Analogy of Faith - Scripture is to be its own interpreter.
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Do not interpret so as to create a contradiction between passages. God
does not contradict Himself, a seeming contradiction can be dealt with
given the time and study.

The historical/grammatical sense of the passage is the basic, although not
necessarily the only, sense of the passage. Understand what it meant to
the people of the time, then explore beyond that point. (I Cor. 10:1-6).

A text should not be interpreted in a way that excludes the supernatural.

The New Testament interprets the Old: fulfillment interprets promise. Ex:
I Peter 2:21-25 and Isaiah 53.

Passages addressed to an individual should be interpreted in light of
passages addressed to the whole church. Ex: Jesus tells some people not
to talk about Him but commands the disciples/church to preach the
Gospel to every creature.

Generally epistles shed light on the Gospels. The theological significance
of the events and teachings of Jesus are expounded for the Gentile mind
in the apostles’ letters.

Descriptive passages should be interpreted in light of the didactic
(teaching) ones. Acts records the Holy Spirit’s work in various people’s
lives but normal Christian experience, and these Acts passages as well,
should be understood in light of passages that teach about the Spirit (1
Cor. 12:3, 13; Eph. 4:5, 5:18).

Incidental references should be interpreted in light of systematic passages.




